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1. MISOEF HAD PERSONAL CONVERSATION SEPTEMBER 24 WITH 
PRESIDENT OF ICJ, MANFRED LACHS, AND LATTER RAISED POSSIBILITY 
OF ICJ PLAYING ROLE IN SPANISH SAHARA QUESTION. 

2. LACHS SAID HE HAD DISCUSSED THE MATTER WITH MOROCCANS, 
SPANISH AND SYG. HE SAID HE HAD CLEAR IMPRESSION 
MOROCCANS KNEW COURT UNLIKELY SUPPORT THEIR VIEW AND SAW 
COURT AS RESPECTABLE WAY OUT. LACHS WAS AWARE SPANISH 
MIGHT BE DISINCLINED TO ACCEPT TAKING THE MATTER TO ICJ 

IN A CONTENTIOUS PROCEEDING BECAUSE OF THEIR UNWILLINGNESS 
TO LITIGATE THE GIBRALTAR QUESTION WITH THE BRITISH. 

LACHS, HOWEVER, SAID HE HAD REASON TO BELIEVE SPANISH 
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FOR ADVISORY OPINION. HE SPECULATED THAT IF MOROCCO AND 
SPAIN WILLING IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR OTHERS TO MOUNT 
STRONG OPPOSITION TO SUCH A MOVE. 

3. LACHS UNDERSTANDABLY DECLINED TO SPECULATE ON WHAT 
COURT MIGHT ADVISE BUT SUGGESTED OPINION MIGHT AMOUNT TO 
A REJECTION OF CLAIMS WHICH WOULD FREE ALL PARTIES TO 
NEGOTIATE A REASONABLE RESULT. 

4. COMMENT: IF LACHS CORRECT THAT MOROCCO AND SPAIN 
WOULD BE AMENABLE TO THIS ROUTE WE WOULD REGARD IT AS 
PROMISING POSSIBILITY. 

BENNETT 
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